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Rainfall  

In the last month we have received over 250mm of rain, the average for May is only 45mm 
this amount of rain in a short period of time has resulted in some damage to the golf course 
and has created a variety of challenges. The amount of rainfall along with cooler 
temperatures and high humidity means that the golf course will remain saturated for a 
number of weeks.  

The lower part of the golf course (2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th) was submerged under water for a 
number of days on two separate occasions. At one point the water level was so high that the 
5th green was under more than a meter of water, the 2nd green was also completely under 
water.   

The outlet to the beach has been open throughout all the rain events, this means that the water 
has been continuously draining. With only one outlet and multiple inlets filling the lower part 
of the golf course the outlet cannot keep up with the volume of water in these extreme down 
pours. I think there may be some damage to the outlet, however, I don’t believe this is 
restricting the flow, this will be something we can look at in the summer months when we 
have the ability to lower the level of the dam. 

There is a large wash out at the maintenance sheds due to the spill way from the main 
irrigation dam not being able to keep up with the large volume of water. The sand/soil ended 
up in from of the 7th tee. I have been able to source some fill free of charge for this wash out 
from multiple constructions sites in the area.  
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Wash out at Maintenance Shed 

Greens  

With the amount of ground water around the property there are still some saturated areas on 
the greens especially the back of the 6th, front of the 8th and the back of the 18th. These areas 
will require some drainage work to prevent this happening in the future.  

Due to the 2nd and 5th greens being under water they had a small layer of silt left on them 
after the water descended. After many hours of cleaning the surfaces, I feel confident that 
there will be no long-term effects from the silt on these surfaces.  

After The Open Championship the greens have received another needle tine, this will help 
with the water logged surfaces and allow oxygen down into the root system.  
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5th Green clean up after water had drained 
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Drainage 

Before the rain events we were able to do a small drainage project in front of the 2nd green, 
this was a low-lying area that would hold surface water after rainfall or overhead irrigation. 
Projects like this can be labour consuming although they are very cost effective, we will be 
draining small areas like this regularly when the time is available. 

After the recent rain we have been servicing and repairing any existing drainage around the 
golf course. We still have some open drains that will require more work to ensure they are 
working as well as possible.  

The spillway on the left side of the 14th fairway that drains into the dam on the 18th is blocked 
with silt causing the water to go over the top of the ground between the tees and fairway on 
the 14th. We will be cleaning out the silt in the next few days and hopefully unblocking the 
concrete pipe connecting the spillway to the 18th dam.  
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Drainage in front of 2nd Green 

Bunkers 

The guys have been putting in a lot of hard work rebuilding the bunker faces after the recent 
rain fall, the bunkers washed out severely on three separate occasions. The grass face on the 
9th and 18th bunkers collapsed and fell into the sand area, as a result the sand face will be 
larger on these two bunkers.  
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18th bunker face 

Bowling Greens  

Both bowling greens have been fertilised, however, with the cooler temperatures the growth 
on the greens is now much slower. The top bowling green has received a light dusting with 
sand to help improve the surface. Fresh lines will be painted on both greens next week.  

Scott Pettit will commence his employment with The Club’ Tuesday, June 15th. 
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Brad Foster- Superintendent
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